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Appendix A

Types and Definitions of Disabilities
(excerpted from “Rights and Responsibilities in Special
Education” by the Massachusetts Dept. of Education)
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Disability shall mean one or more of the following impairments:

(a) Autism—

(i) Autism means a developmental disability significantly affecting verbal and
nonverbal communication and social interaction, generally evident before age 3,
that adversely affects a child’s educational performance. Other characteristics
often associated with autism are engagement in repetitive activities and
stereotyped movements, resistance to environmental change or change in daily
routines, and unusual responses to sensory experiences. The term does not apply
if a child’s educational performance is adversely affected primarily because the
child has an emotional disturbance, as defined in paragraph (f) of this section.

(i1) A child who manifests the charactenstics of “autism” after age 3 could be
diagnosed as having “autism” if the critenia in paragraph (i) of this section are
satisfied.

(b) Developmental Delay—The learning capacity of a young child (3-9 years old)
1s significantly limited, impaired, or delayed and 1s exhibited by difficuities in
one or more of the following areas: receptive and/or expressive language;
cognitive abilities; physical functioning; social, emotional, or adaptive
functioning; and/or self-help skills.

(c) Intellectual Impairment—The permanent capacity for performing cognitive
tasks, functions, or problem solving is significantly limited or impaired and is
exhibited by more than one of the following: a slower rate of learning;
disorganized patterns of learning; difficulty with adaptive behavior; and/or
difficulty understanding abstract concepts. Such term shall include students
with mental retardation.

(d) Sensory Impairment—The term shall include the following:

1. Hearing—The capacity to hear, with amplification, is limited, impaired, or
absent and results in one or more of the following: reduced performance
in hearing acuity tasks; difficulty with oral communication; and/or
difficulty in understanding auditorally-presented information in the
education environment. The term includes students who are deaf and
students who are hard-of-hearing. '

2. Vision—The capacity to see, after correction, is limited, impaired, or
absent and results in one or more of the following: reduced performance
in visual acuity tasks; difficulty with written communication; and/or
difficulty with understanding information presented visually in the
education environment. The term includes students who are blind and
students with limited vision.

3. Deaf-Blind—Concomitant hearing and visual impairments, the
combination of which causes severe communication and other
developmental and educational needs.



(e) Neurological Impairment—The capacity of the nervous system is limited or

®

impaired with difficulties exhibited in one or more of the following areas: the
use of memory, the control and use of cognitive functioning, sensory and
motor skills, speech, language, organizational skills, information processing,
affect, social skills, or basic life functions. The term includes students who
have received a traumatic brain injury.

Emotional Impairment—As defined under federal law at 34 CFR Section
300.7, the student exhibits one or more of the following characteristics over a
long period of time and to a marked degree that adversely affects educational
performance: an inability to learn that cannot be explained by intellectual,
sensory, or health factors; an inability to build or maintain satisfactory
interpersonal relationships with peers and teachers; inappropriate types of
behavior or feelings under normal circumstances; a general pervasive mood
of unhappiness or depression; or a tendency to develop physical symptoms or
fears associated with personal or school problems. The determination of
disability shall not be made solely because the student’s behavior violates the
school’s discipline code, because the student is involved with a state court or
social service agency, or because the student is socially maladjusted, unless
the Team determines that the student has a serious emotional disturbance.

(g) Communication Impairmernit—The capacity to use expressive and/or receptive

language is significantly limited, impaired, or delayed and is exhibited by
difficulties in one or more of the following areas: speech, such as articulation
and/or voice; conveying, understanding, or using spoken, written, or symbolic
language. The term may include a student with impaired articulation,
stuttering, language impairment, or voice impairment if such impairment
adversely affects the student’s educational performance.

(b) Physical Impairment—The physical capacity to move, coordinate actions, or

perform physical activities is significantly limited, impaired, or delayed and is
exhibited by difficulties in one or more of the following areas: physical and
motor tasks; independent movement; performing basic life functions. The
term shall include severe orthopedic impairments or impairments caused by
congenital anomaly, cerebral palsy, amputations, and fractures if such
impairment adversely affects a student’s educational performance.

Health Impairment—A chronic or acute health problem such that the
physiological capacity to function is significantly limited or impaired and
results in one or more of the following: limited strength, vitality or alertness
including a heightened alertness to environmental stimuli resulting in limited
alertness with respect to the educational environment. The term shall include
health impairments due to asthma, attention deficit disorder or attention
deficit with hyperactivity disorder, diabetes, epilepsy, a heart condition,
hemophilia, lead poisoning, leukemia, nephritis, rheumatic fever, and sickle



cell anemia, if such health impairment adversely affects a student’s
educational performance.

() Specific Learning Disability is defined as follows:

(®

()

General. The term means a disorder in one or more of the basic
psychological piocesses involved in understanding or in using
language, spoken or written, that may manifest itself in an imperfect
ability to listen, think, speak, read, write, spell, or to do mathematical
calculations, including conditions such as perceptual disabilities, brain
injury, minimal brain dysfunction, dyslexia, and developmental
aphasia.

Critenia for determining the existence of a specific learning disability:

(a) A team may determine that a child has a specific learning
disability if—

(1) The child does not achieve commensurate with his or her age
and ability levels in one or more of the areas listed in
paragraph (a)(2) of this section, if provided with learning
experiences appropriate for the child’s age and ability levels;
and

(2) The team finds that a child has a severe discrepancy between
achievement and intellectual ability in one or more of the
following areas:

() Oral expression.

(1) Listening comprehension.
(1) Wntten expression.

(iv)  Basic reading skill.

(v)  Reading comprehension.

(vi) Mathematics calculation.
(vil) Mathematics reasomng.

(b) The team may not identify a child as having a specific learning
disability if the severe discrepancy between ability and
achievement is primarily the result of -

(1) A visual, hearing, or motor impairment;

(2) Mental retardation,;

(3) Emotional disturbance; or

(4) Environmental, cultural or economic disadvantage.



Appendix B
Concord Area Special Education (CASE)
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LOCATIONS OF C.A.S.E. PROGRAMS - FY03

# BUILDING DISTRICT

1 Douglas School — Summer Acton

2 McCarthy-Towne Elementary School  Acton

3 Meriam Elementary School Acton

4 Trailer — Transportation Acton

5 Bedford High School Bedford

6 Davis Elementary School Bedford

7 John Glenn Middle School Bedford

8 Blanchard Elementary School Boxborough

9 Carlisle Elementary School Carlisle

10 Ripley School Concord

11 Sanborn Middle School Concord

12 Willard Elementary School Concord

13 Harvard Elementary School Harvard

14 Lincoln/Hanscom Air Force Base Lincoln

15 Russell Street Elementary School Littleton

16 Shaker Lane Elementary School Littleton

17 Fowler Middle School Maynard

18 Green Meadow Elementary School Maynard

19 Emerson Elementary School Nashoba (Bolton)
20 Nashoba Regional High School Nashoba (Bolton)
21 Sawyer Elementary School Nashoba (Bolton)
22 Curtis Middle School

Sudbury
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A SUMMARY OF

SPECIAL EDUCATION

DATA: C.AS.E.

DISTRICTS

January 2003




PERCENTAGE OF SPECIAL NEEDS STUDENTS WITHIN THE C.A.S.E.
COMMUNITY - BY LEVEL - 2002-03

# OF SPED TOTAL SCHOOL
STUDENTS POPULATION

DISTRICT LEVELS % SPED STUDENTS (10/1/02) (10/1/02)
ACTON K-6 12.5% 322 2,578
BOXBORO K-6 13.6% 85 627
CARLISLE K-8 11.0% 93 847
CONCORD K-8 16.9% 324 1,913
LINCOLN K-8 15.4% 207 1,346
SUDBURY K-8 12.6% 390 3,088
ACTON/BOX. REG. 7-12 12.9% 330 2,562
CONC/CARL. REG. 9-12 11.0% 139 1,267
LINC/SUD. REG. 9-12 16.4% 230 1,400
ACTON/BOXB/ACT-BOX REG  K-12 12.8% 737 5,767
BEDFORD K-12 15.2% 353 2,317
CARL/CONC/CON-CARL REG  K-12 13.8% 556 4,027
HARVARD K-12 14.5% 183 1,261
LINC/SUD/LINC-SUD REG. K-12 14.2% 827 5,834
LITTLETON K-12 15.7% 243 1,552
MAYNARD K-12 15.4% 224 1,453
NASHOBA REG. K-12 14.2% 439 3,101
ALL CASE DISTRICTS 14.1% 3,562 25,312

(Average)




" s BV A Y MM WV O R O I UWEIN IO BV WADD UID IV IO

#OF STUDENTS TOTAL SCHOOL

ONIEP'S ENROLLMENT*
DISTRICT 10/1/02 10/1/02 % OF ENROLLMENT
ACTON 322 2578 - 12.5%
ACT/BOX 330 2562 12.9%
BEDFORD 353 2317 15.2%
BOXBORO 85 627 13.6%
CARLISLE 93 847 11.0%
CONCORD 324 1913 16.9%
CON/CARL. 139 1267 11.0%
HARVARD 183 1261 14.5%
LINCOLN 113 736 15.4%
LIN/HAN 94 610 15.4%
LIN/SUD 230 1400 16.4%
LITTLETON 243 1652 15.7%
MAYNARD 224 1453 15.4%
NASHOBA 439 3101 14.2%
SUDBURY 390 3088 12.6%
3562 25312 14.1%

*INCLUDES OUT OF DISTRICT STUDENTS

12/30/02
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# OF OUT OF DISTRICT PLACEMENTS (NOT INCLUDING CASE)

% CHANGE
FY99 TO
FY99 FY00 FYO1 FYoz FYO3 FY03
ACTON 5 6 8 ’ 8 9 80%
ACTONBOXB 21 30 35 38 49 133%
BEDFORD 41 40 46 56 61 49%
.BOXBORO 4 6 6 9 7 75%
CARLISLE 4 4 5 4 4 0%
CONCORD 16 20 21 25 25 56%
CONC/CARL 25 26 29 26 26 4%
HARVARD 9 17 22 25 29 222%
UNCOLN 2 1 1 4 3 50% .
LINC/SUDB 26 35 31 24 18 -31%
LITTLETON 15 20 22 19 26 73%
MAYNARD 25 22 21 32 29 16%
NASHOBA 26 37 44 44 36 38%
SUDBURY 1 13 11 21 20 82%
230 277 302 335 342 49%

% INCREASE 20% 9% 1% 2%
49%

TYPE OF PLACEMENT: PRIVATE VS. PUBLIC PLACEMENT

FY99 FYQO0 FYO1 FYQ2 FYO3

PRIVATE SCHOOLS (DAY AND RESIDENTIAL) 153 186 205 224 239
OTHER SCHOOL DISTRICTS/OTHER COLLABORATIVES 77 91 97 11 103
230 277 302 335 342

FY99 FY00 FYO1 FYo2 FY03

PRIVATE SCHOOLS (DAY AND RESIDENTIAL) 67% 67% 68% 67% 70%
OTHER SCHOOL DISTRICTS/AOTHER COLLABORATIVES 33% 33% 32% 33% 30%
100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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FUNDING FORMULA FOR C.A.S.E. TRANSPORTATION
SYSTEM

Districts (Acton, Acton/Boxborough, Bedford, Boxborough, Carlisle, Concord,
Concord/Carlisle, Harvard, Lincoln) are assessed their share of the projected
transportation costs based on the percentage of students being transported
during the month of October using the following weighted formula.

Weighted Formula
1.0 InTown
2.0 Another C.A.S.E. town
3.0 Outside of C.A.S.E. Community

80%  of weight if two or three students attend the same program.
40% of weight if four or more students attend the same program.
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Appendix C

List of Private Schools and Collaboratives used by APS and ABRSD for
OOD Placements from September 1998 through September 2003; does not
include data for September 2001. Data provided by Nancy Kolb.

If students were not enrolled in the OOD placement during the month of
September the school name may not be included.

ACTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS PLACEMENTS
Collaborative Placements

CASE
MEC

GLEC
SEEM

Private Placements

Community Therapeutic Day School
Cotting School

Dr. Franklin Perkins

Kennedy Day School

Knight's Children Center/Home for Little Wanderers
Lighthouse School

Manville

May Institute

Melmark

Nashoba Learning Group

New England Center For Children
Perkins School For The Blind
Seven Hills

Walker Home & School

ACTON-BOXBOROUGH REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT PLACEMENTS
Collaborative Placements

BICO
CASE
EDCO
LABBB
MEC
SCEC-ACE




Private Placements

The Arlington School
Assabet (Concord Day School)
Beacon High School
Cardinal Cushing School
Carroll School

F.L. Chamberlain School
CHS Pathways

Clearway School

Concord Assabet
Corwin-Russell/Brocolli Hall
Cotting School
DDTC-South Vinfen
Dearborn Academy
Devereau-Glenholme, MA
Devereau-Glenholme, CT
Dr. Franklin Perkins

Farr Academy

Fulton Heights Alternative High School
Germaine-Lawrence School
Gifford School

Harbor School

Hillside

lvy Street School

Kennedy Day School

Lake Grove/Maple Valley
League School

Learning Clinic, CT
Learning Prep School
Lighthouse School

Manville

Mass Hospital School
Mathoms/Lovering

May Institute

Melmark of New England
Metro South Academy

N.E. Center For Children
Perkins School For The Blind
St. Ann’s Home and School.
St. Vincent's

Seaport Campus

Solstice

Victor School

Walker Home and School
Waltham Committee, Inc.
Wayside

Willow Hill
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Appendix E
Detailed Analyses and Charts on Student Disabilities

Figures E-1 through E-5 compare the percentage of students at Acton and
Acton-Boxborough diagnosed with a particular category of disability as a percentage of
the total student enroliment in that district with the identified group of peer communities
and with national data.

Figure E-1
Students with Specific Learning Disabilities
as % of Total Enroliment (October 1, 2001)

D

16.00%-

14.00% "

12.00%

10.00% -]

8.00% -

6.00% "]

Winchester [ :

£ £ £ o E °© = [ w O 0
s EfEEIEEELE 8 ES
<2§=tm'°-=82;m w w9
5§ 0 5 8 £ 3 2 2 5§ ¢ £ o o £ ©
8 o Q £ 3 p % 2 E > $ & F
» 0!2_' < < >
3 B £ 2 3 3 E <
2 3 [ 3 =
g 8§ 5 =

Acton shows 2.77 percent of its total student population has been diagnosed with
specific learning disabilities, and Acton-Boxborough shows 9.88 percent. The average
for Massachusetts is 8.36 percent, while the national average is 6.14 percent. For
communication, speech and language disabilities, 2.98 percent of Acton’s student
population is diagnosed with these disabilities, and .67 percent of Acton-Boxborough’s
student population. The Massachusetts average is 1.76 percent and the national
average is 2.33 percent.




Figure E-2
Students with Communication, Speech & Language Disabilities
as % of Total Enrollment (October 1, 2001)
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The numbers of students diagnosed with autism has caused concern in many
school districts across the nation.’ As shown in Table 2, autism has increased
dramatically throughout the nation in all age groups between the 1992-1993 and 2000-
2001 school year. Acton has seen increases in this group as well, but Acton’s .28

percentage of student enroliment, and Acton-Boxborough’s .25 percent match the
national average of .21 percent.

! See, for example, “A Mysterious Upsurge in Autism,” The New York Times, October 20, 2002; Sandra
Blakeslee, “Increase in Autism Baffles Scientists,” The New York Times, October 18, 2002; or California
Department of Developmental Services, Autistic Spectrum Disorders: Changes in the California
Caseload — An Update: 1999 through 2002 (Sacramento, CA: State of California, California Health and
Human Services Agency, Department of Developmental Services, April 2003).




Table E-1
Number of Children Served Under IDEA by Disability and Age Group,

During School Years 1992-93 Through 2001-02

Al Disabilities
Age Group 0-2
Age Group 3-5
Age Group 3-21

AGE GROUP 6-11

Sorted by Four Highest Areas of Increase
Autism

Traumatic Brain Injury

Other Health impairments

Orthopedic Impairments

All Disabilities

AGE GROUP 12-17

Sorted by Four Highest Areas of increase
Traumatic Brain Injury

Other Health Impairments

Autism

Orthopedic Impairments

All Disabilities

AGE GROUP 18-21

Sorted by Four Highest Areas of Increase
Traumatic Brain Injury

Autism

Other Heaith impairments

Multiple Disabilities

All Disabilities

Source: IDEA Table AAQ.

1992-93
74,830
455,449
5,081,023

1992-93
8,914
1,507

33,487
29,138
2,399,916

1992-93
1,844
29,150
4,893
19,594
1,990,085

1992-93
609
1,773
3,426
12,439
235,573

2001-02 % Increase
247,433 230.66%
620,195 36.17%

6,487,429 27.68%

2001-02 % Increase

63,676 614.34%
7,730 412.94%
156,070 366.06%
36,941 26.78%
2,791,993 16.34%

2001-02 % Increase

10,947 493.66%
171,758 489.22%
28,593 484.37%
31,912 62.87%
2,791,970 40.29%
2001-02 % Increase
2,066 239.24%
5,635 217.82%
10,839 216.37%
16,207 30.29%
283,271 20.25%




Figure E-3

Students with Autism
as % of Total Enrollment (October 1, 2001)
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Figure E-5
Students with Emotional Disabilities
as % of Total Enrollment (October 1, 2001)
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Acton ranks much higher than local, regional, or national averages for students
diagnosed with developmental delays (Acton has 1.89 percent compared with .10
percent for the nation as a whole). Acton-Boxborough has a higher percentage of
students diagnosed with emotional disabilities than national or state average (AB has
2.86 percent of total student enroliment, compared with 1.25 for Massachusetts and

1.02 for national data).

Table E-1

Special Education Enroliment, Total U.S., 1991 through 2001
Age Group 3-5 Age Group 6-11 Age Group 12-17 Age Group 18-21

1991-92 373,117 2,342,353 1,906,097 229,996
1992-93 462,728 2,339,565 2,017,192 241,564
1993-94 486,298 2,455,472 2,063,196 238,313
1994-95 479,844 2,510,532 2,145,749 236,439
1995-96 522,166 2,588,063 2,214,424 239,812
1996-97 516,412 2,650,413 2,311,573 251,305
1997-98 527,070 2,709,339 2,401,454 262,223
1998-99 517,243 2,765,956 2,498,822 276,547
1999-00 530,782 2,797,554 2,589,186 278,555
2000-01 580,799 2,810,587 2,694,036 280,701

Total %

Increase 1991 -

2001 55.66% 19.99% 41.34% 22.05%

Source: IDEA Table AB7, www.ideadata.org.

Totals

4,851,563
5,061,049
5,243,279
5,372,564
5,564,465
5,729,703
5,900,086
6,058,568
6,196,077
6,366,123

31.22%




Massachusetts Age Distribution of Children with
Disabilities
October 1, 2001

1.59% 8.71%
2,383 13,070

89.70%
134,550

EAge 3-5 M Age 6-18 T Age 19-21




SPED Enrollment in General Education Classroom
as % of Total Enroliment (October 1, 2001)

Detailed Charts on Student Placements

Appendix F
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SPED Enrollment in Resource Room
as % of Total Enroliment (October 1, 2001)
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SPED Enrollment in Separate Classroom

as % of Total Enroliment (October 1, 2001)
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SPED Enrollment in Private Separate School

, 2001)

as % of Total Enroliment (October 1,
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SPED Enroliment in Residential Facilities
as % of Total Enroliment (October 1, 2001)
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